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Youth policy in Russia: pluralism or unification?
The aim of this paper is to analyze major obstacles and sociocultural barriers on the way towards modernization of the national youth policy in Russia and its contradictory discourses. The strategies of Russia youth policy have significant gaps, determined by the fragmented and stereotyped knowledge about the youngsters as well as interaction between youth and the state. Youth policy is now reduced to the thematic plans of activities directed to young people as objects of action. It is not enough to think of youth as an object of state policy. To understand youth as a subject of social change it is important to integrate micro- and macro approach to take into account the issues of individualization and risk, prevention and inclusion. Youth subcultures in today’s Russian official discourse are presented as a source of danger with associated moral panic while they provide young people with an alternative of adult dominant culture, help manifest identity. Semantic of social risks is evolving within cultural-historical contexts, and in today’s Russia it is associated with danger to life or well-being, and even falls under the Penal Code of Russia. Social exclusion is promoted through deprivation of many young people of the accessible facilities, services and respect. At the same time, subcultures are dynamic phenomena and they indicate the existing or emerging moods, problems and crises. The members of different subcultures receive a certain status within the local cultures, building a cultural self-identity. It is a message to us about their unique system of values and norms, behavior practices, consumption identities and lifestyles. Code switching of youth policy is required on the way from the ideology of exclusion towards the principle of inclusion of groups that differ not only by lifestyle, but also by social status, education, health. The authors discuss issues of deprivation in childhood and youth as well as social stigma that is attached to the members of some youth groups and subcultures due to the dominant normativist and punitive discourses of socialization, inter-generational relationships and your state policy. A necessity of social integration and interpretative approach to socially diverse youth cohort is considered. Social inclusion is shown as a serious and complex task that imply long-term period of consistent and co-ordinated action of all policy agents. 
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